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Snakes find their prey primarily by sight and scent.  They can, apparently, see moving objects very well (there is some question regarding whether snakes perceive stationary objects).  In addition to sight snakes have an acute sense of smell.  For example, scent molecules are carried by the tongue of the snake to the sensory Jacobson’s organs nestled in the palate where they are then analysed.  



Snakes may over power their prey by means of constriction, by throwing a loop of their body over and partially immobilising a large prey item, or  by eating the prey while it’s still alive.
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Constriction does not result in broken bones or any other structural damage to the prey.  Rather, with each exhalation by the prey animal, the constricting coils of the snake are tightened.  Inhalation soon becomes impossible and the prey suffocates.  

Because we believe in the humane treatment of both predators and prey,  we feed pre-killed animals to all snakes that will accept them.

